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This school continues to be outstanding. The leadership team has 
maintained the outstanding quality of education in the school since 
the last inspection. They have successfully shared with staff their 
vision that all children who attend Flagg Nursery School should 
achieve as well as they can. 
Ofsted 2019

“My child has had the most amazing 2 years at Flagg. She has grown 
from strength to strength. She has always enjoyed going to nursery 
to see all of her friends she has made. She always goes into nursery 
with a smile and leaves with a smile.”   
Parent, July 2021

“I have found that Flagg nursery is amazing and that the teachers are 
so involved with the children it’s so lovely to see. Nursery as a whole 
is very pro-active and keep you informed about everything. I wish we 
could have come here sooner. And I am not sure I am ready for my 
little man to leave. A big thank you to you all.”
Parent, July 2021

“Thank you for providing the wonderful nursery that you do. I feel so 
confident that all the staff care and treat all the children amazingly  
and not just as another child. You all seem to really know and connect 
with the children and make me as a parent feel my child is in safe hands 
and would be comforted if he needed to be at any time.”
Parent, July 2021

“My child has developed into a well-rounded, confident, loving, 
intelligent little girl and a lot of this is down to her time at Flagg. 
With your support and encouragement she is ready for school 
and I’m so grateful to you all.”
Parent, July 2021
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Staff

Headteacher

Teaching Assistants

Teacher
Mrs Sarah Brown
BA (Hons), PGCE  

Mrs Adriana Buttle
BATL (BA in teaching and 
learning with qualified teacher 
status)

Supporting children to 
access the curriculum

Mrs Caroline Boam
NVQ3, Foundation Degree

Supporting children to 
access the curriculum

Mrs Helen Woodruff
BA (Hons), PGCE, SENCO

Mrs Sarah Capper
NNEB, PTTLS, Forest Schools

Childcare Manager

Mrs Fran Willis
NVQ3, ECAT (every child a 
talker)

Supporting two-year-
olds to access the 
curriculum
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Mrs Fiona Taylor
NNEB, CPQS

Supporting children to 
access the curriculum

Mrs Kate Wheeldon
NVQ3

Lunchtime Supervisor

Teaching Assistants

School Business Officer / 
Clerk to Governors

Caretaker

Mrs Helen Brittain 
Cartlidge
BA (Hons), PGCE (qualified 

teacher status)

Supporting children to 
access the curriculum

Mrs Leyanne Simpson
BA (Hons) 

Mr Phil Brindley 

Mrs Jennifer Smith 
NVQ3

Supporting children to 
access the curriculum
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School Environment
Originally the village primary school, in 1977, following closure the building was converted 
to meet the needs of younger children and became Flagg Nursery School, one of only 8 
Local Authority nursery schools in Derbyshire. The nursery school provides a bright and 
stimulating learning environment, comprising two large classrooms and smaller spaces for 
group work or quiet, reflective time.

The outdoor environment is landscaped to provide sheltered seating areas, walkways, log 
structures, gardening beds and a woodland area. A large timber climbing frame, monkey 
bars and our unique tractor provide challenging physical and imaginative play.

Nursery Curriculum

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) covers learning, development and care from birth 
to the end of the academic year in which a child has their fifth birthday. Our curriculum 
is based on the EYFS, focusing on the needs and interests of every child. We aim to plan 
exciting, imaginative and practical, hands-on experiences across all areas of learning and 
development.

The EYFS covers seven areas of learning and development. There are three prime areas of 
development which provide a secure foundation for future learning. These prime areas are:

1 Personal, Social and Emotional Development

2 Communication and Language

3 Physical Development

Alongside the prime areas we teach four specific areas of learning:

1 Literacy

2 Mathematics

3 Understanding the World

4 Expressive Arts and Design

Each learning area works towards Early Learning Goals which set out the skills, 
understanding, knowledge and attitudes which children are expected to reach by the age of 
five. Each child’s progress will be monitored throughout their time at the nursery.

There are opportunities to discuss progress through parent consultation sessions every term 
but staff will always make time and be available to discuss each child and any concerns they 
may have on a daily basis.
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The Nursery Day

Breakfast Club  8.00am - 9.00am      

Morning Session   9.00am - 12.00pm 

Full Day Session    9.00am - 3.00pm

On arrival children are encouraged to hang their own coats up, then find their name cards 
and photographs, and register their attendance on the whiteboard in the link - this is a good 
time to discuss any concerns you may have with staff. You are welcome to use the garden 
or link area if you arrive early, but please do not come into the classroom before 9.00am as 
staff are planning and preparing activities up to that time.

Each session is planned to include a mixture of focused activities, free play opportunities, 
small group times for stories, circle time and discussions, outdoor activities and snack  
time. Termly planning and song sheets are posted on the website. Photographs of your 
child are sent home using an app called ‘Evidence Me’ so you can see what they are doing 
in nursery. Whole class activities, stories, songs and games are also posted on an app called 
‘Class Dojo’ so that you can discuss activities and stories with your child and continue the 
learning at home. 

Children look forward to seeing their parents at the end of the session so please make sure 
you are on time to collect your child and telephone us if you are going to be late. As we are 
located in such a rural area, we encourage car-sharing.

We ask that parents help their child to attend regularly to gain the maximum benefit from 
their place at Flagg Nursery School. If a child is unwell or unable to come to school for any 
reason it is helpful to telephone or email the school. Management of medication can be 
discussed with the Headteacher.  Inhalers for asthma may be brought into school once the 
management of them has been discussed. In the case of sickness and diarrhoea, parents are  
asked to keep children at home for at least 2 days / 48 hours after the last occurrence.

Simple first aid will be administered at school, but parents will obviously be contacted if we 
feel that urgent medical attention is needed. A ‘message board’ located in the link records 
children’s names if they have had an accident, a change of clothes or if we want to discuss 
something with parents. Parents should see a member of staff if their child’s name is on 
the board so that incidents can be explained in more detail and the incident book signed 
if necessary. Text messages can be sent to you using an app called ‘Parent Hub’ if there is 
something urgent that we need you to know.
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FLAGG NURSERY SCHOOL TIMETABLE

Morning Session (9.00am-12.00pm)

8.00-9.00 Breakfast Club in the big classroom, parents sign their children in between  
8 and 9 am.

8.30-9.00 The classrooms and garden are set out with activities. Early arrivals are 
welcome to wait in the link building.

9.00 Children register themselves by putting their name card and picture  
on the magnet board. Children are welcomed into the classrooms:  
older children into the little classroom, younger children into the big 
classroom. Children choose from a range of activities inside and outside.

10.00 Drinks are available for children to pour their own milk or water.  
Everyone helps to tidy up once the drinks have been finished.

10.30-11.00 Younger group go outside and older group have snack and group time,  
one in the veranda and one in the big classroom. Group time consists of: 
singing, music, story, rhymes, games, number songs, maths activities, 
phonics, introducing the topic, sharing information and news, drama, 
dancing, smart board activities. Everyone is encouraged to go to the toilet.

11.00-12.00 Younger group go into the little classroom and older group go outside. 
Younger children have snack, drinks and nappy/toilet time followed  
by free play and then group time at 11.45. 

12.00 Lunchtime  
Morning children go home, parents collect their children from the link 
building and sign them out.
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FLAGG NURSERY SCHOOL TIMETABLE

Afternoon Session (12.30pm-3.00pm)

12.30-2.30 Children choose from a range of activities inside and outside or have 
focused time with a teacher in small groups.

2.30-3.00 Drinks, snack and group time - one in the veranda and one in the big 
classroom. Group time consists of: singing, music, story, rhymes, games, 
number songs, maths activities, phonics, introducing the topic, sharing 
information and news, drama, dancing, smart board activities.

3.00-3.15 Parents may collect their children from the link building and share 
information about the day with staff.

3.15-4.00 Staff tidy and prepare for the next day, complete assessments  
and observations.
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Snack and Lunchboxes
A drink of milk or water and a healthy snack such as fresh fruit and veg, breadsticks, 
cheese, raisins, etc. are provided mid-morning and mid-afternoon. On special days and 
celebrations, we make birthday cakes, pancakes, soup, stir fry etc. We regularly cook with 
the children.

Flagg Nursery School offers the option to purchase a hot lunch. The charge is determined 
by Derbyshire County Council Primary School Dinners Service, there is a charge per meal, 
please see our website for current prices. Alternatively, parents may prefer to send their  
child with a packed lunch. Please ensure packed lunches are healthy and well-balanced.  
As allergies can often manifest themselves from the age of two onwards, we prefer to keep 
our school free of nuts and nut-related products, just to be on the safe side. To help us with 
this, we ask that parents please avoid using peanut butter, Nutella-type spreads and other 
products such as cereal bars containing nuts in their child’s lunch box.

Behaviour 
Staff at Flagg Nursery School are always available to discuss individual issues. Good 
behaviour is encouraged through praise, explanation, and by providing a good example. 
Staff will divert children from unacceptable behaviour towards purposeful play activities. We 
encourage all children to be sensible, polite, good natured, helpful and thoughtful towards 
others, promoting self-esteem and confidence. We involve the children in deciding upon 
our school rules.

Clothing
We ask that children attend school in clothes that are suitable for play and easy for them to 
manage themselves. Clothes with elasticated waists and easy fasteners help a child to feel 
independent when they go outside or to the toilet. Jewellery should not be worn to school 
as it might get lost. In cold weather children need warm coats, hats and gloves so that they 
can enjoy being out in the garden. In the summer, when it gets very hot, we encourage 
children to wear sun hats and ask parents to put sun cream on their child before they come 
to school. Please also send children in covered shoes i.e. no crocs or open toed sandals as 
these are difficult to run and climb in. It would also help if clothes are named. We will ask 
parents to sign a form allowing us to change a child’s clothes should they have a toileting 
accident or get wet. Wellies are required if the weather is wet or snowy. School sweatshirts 
are available for purchase if desired.
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Admissions
Children can be admitted following their second birthday. Some children will be entitled 
to 15 hours of Government funding from the term following their second birthday. To find 
out if your child is eligible go to www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/early-years-childcare/2-
year-olds. From the term following their third birthday all children are entitled to 15 hours 
and some children are entitled to 30 hours of funding. To find out what you are entitled to 
please go to: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk. 

Our Disability Equality Scheme sets out how the Governing Body promotes and meets its 
duties to ensure equality of opportunity for anyone with accessibility issues (pupils, staff, 
parents, carers, and community users). Please contact the Headteacher to discuss any 
specific admission needs.

Starting nursery school is a big step for a child and for parents. All children are different 
and will settle in their own way. At Flagg Nursery School we discuss how best to do this in 
partnership with parents. A child who is encouraged to settle happily will gain immensely 
in confidence and develop a positive attitude to school. Before a child starts nursery there 
will be opportunities to visit and discuss any individual needs with staff as well as the offer 
of a home visit where staff come and meet your child in your home. We are usually happy 
for parents to leave their child with us for their first session, as we are able to offer them 
individual support. Alternatively, parents may wish to support them by staying.

Data Protection
Flagg Nursery School processes personal data about its pupils and is a ‘data controller’ in 
respect of this for the purpose of the Data Protection Act. We process this data to support 
pupils’ teaching and learning, monitor and report on progress, provide appropriate pastoral 
care, and assess how well the school is doing as a whole. Please ask if you would like more 
information on Data Protection.
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Extended Services
As well as our funded session, we also offer the following ‘extended services’:

Breakfast Club 
We offer a supervised breakfast club from 7.45am - 9.00am.

Please note that 7.45am – 8.00am is by prior arrangement only. A choice of breakfast is 
available and is included in the cost.

Please refer to our website for current prices.

Childcare
Integrated with the nursery school is our childcare for paid sessions in addition to the 
Government funded 15 or 30 hours.  Please refer to our website for current prices.

Tiddleypeeps
There is a stay and play group for children aged five and under, and their carers, which 
meets on Fridays between 9.00am and 11.00 am in Flagg Village Hall. This is run by the 
PTFA, the Friends of Flagg.

Payments
We have an online payment system called ParentPay. You will be given an activation letter 
for this once your child has settled in.

Child Protection Safeguards
Parents should be aware that the school is required to take any reasonable action to ensure 
the safety of its pupils. In cases where the school has reason to be concerned that a child 
might be subject to ill treatment, neglect or other forms of abuse, the Headteacher is 
obliged to follow safeguarding / child protection procedures established by calling the 
social care team at Starting Point and to inform social services of their concern.  
For details of our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy, please see our website.
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Flagg Nursery School has a Special Educational Needs and Disabilities policy which follows 
the procedures set out in the SEND Code of Practice. In consultation with parents  
any initial concerns about a child’s progress are recorded and a set of monitoring  
procedures are followed.

We use different interventions and approaches to address specific areas of need and would 
look carefully at your child’s individual needs when deciding how best to support your child. 
Intervention groups are provided for children at risk of delay in communication (every child 
a talker) and physical development (every child a mover). If a child needs more support than 
this then a one-page profile is created which gives information about the child and advice 
about how to help them in nursery.

We have developed a SEND Information Report which gives more information on how we 
support children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in our school. This can  
be found on our website, along with all of our policies. More information on support 
available within Derbyshire can be found on the Derbyshire County Council website  
or the local offer website: www.localoffer.derbyshire.gov.uk.

We work closely with the school’s educational psychologist who visits regularly to offer 
advice to staff and parents, recommends learning materials and teaching methods or 
suggests specialist help or extra support. If parents are concerned about any aspect of their 
child’s development they can request a meeting with the SENCO (special educational needs 
co-ordinator).

Equal Opportunities
It is important to recognise that very young children absorb the influences surrounding 
them. We ensure these are positive, so that every child sees their own and others’ gender, 
race, culture, social standing, abilities and experiences as valuable.

Derbyshire Local Authority and the Department for Education clearly state that all children, 
regardless of ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family background,  
learning difficulties or disabilities, gender or ability should have the opportunity to 
experience a challenging and enjoyable programme of learning and development.

We uphold this policy by providing an environment where each child is valued as an 
individual and encouraged to develop to their full potential, whilst at the same time valuing 
diversity in others. Children who are entitled to pupil premium are given extra support to 
ensure that they make excellent progress.



Page: 14

Information for Parents
Our school is at the heart of the community and we want our pupils to value their local 
area as a special place to live with lots of educational opportunities. We believe that taking 
children out into the community or inviting members of the community into school  
is an important and integral part of our curriculum. We believe that the curriculum  
should be a holistic learning experience, in which children, carers, staff and the community 
are all involved.

Parents are always welcome in nursery and we encourage families to become actively 
involved in school activities. We send monthly newsletters home via e-mail and post them 
on the website. Information about the current theme and song-sheets are also posted on 
the website. There is an app called ‘Class Dojo’ which we use to show you what the children 
are learning in nursery through photos or videos of stories, songs and activities.  We also 
have a Facebook page to keep you up-to-date with activities in nursery but we do not post 
recognisable photos of children on this. We have an app called ‘Parent Hub’ which we use  
for more immediate communication with you e.g. ‘remember it’s the school trip today,  
bring a packed lunch’.

During the year you can help your child by being involved in:
• Educational visits
• Celebrations
• Reading stories with children
• Sharing your skills, interests or hobbies with us
• Attending workshops, for example, about the curriculum or internet safety
• Helping in the garden

We want your child to be happy with us in the Nursery and for them to take advantage  
of the many learning opportunities we provide. If they have any anxiety that shows itself  
at home, or if outside school circumstances change, please let us know. The happiness, 
welfare and education of your child are our main concerns.
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Governing Body
Our school has a Governing Body which plays an important role in the life of the school. 
It has responsibility for the strategic management and conduct of the school, the school’s 
performance, the school’s finances and the appointment of staff. Our Governing Body is 
made up of local people including representatives of parents, the Local Authority, and staff. 
If you would like to know more or get involved please contact the Clerk to the Governors.

Chair of Governors:  Ian Daniel     Tel: 01298 85208

Clerk to the Governors: Leyanne Simpson          c/o School Office

Complaints Procedure
If you should have a complaint about any aspects of your child’s education please do not 
hesitate to speak first to the Headteacher. The problem can usually be resolved simply  
and informally. However, if this should not prove satisfactory a formal complaint can be 
made to the governors, the Local Authority or Ofsted – contact details can be found on our 
Complaints Procedure on the website.

Contacting Flagg Nursery School
To contact us please either:

Phone the school office on: 01298 85208

Write to: Flagg Nursery School

 Main Road, Flagg

 Nr Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 9QT

Email: info@flagg.derbyshire.sch.uk 

View our website: www.flagg.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Find us on Facebook



At Flagg Nursery School We Believe In...

Everyone working together within our community

Calm and respectful relationships

Treating everyone equally
Valuing everyone’s contribution

Meeting individual needs

Creating a safe, secure and stimulating environment

Helping each child to achieve their potentia
l

Inspiring and nurturing child
ren

Inspected  
Spring 2019


